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Love the Boaters - Hate the Bikers?

Why are the politicians always picking on us? 
When the time came for passing the latest 
round of legislative controls and restrictions 
for motorcycle riders in the Sunshine State, 
I can distinctly recall hearing the political 
hotshots saying that something had to be 
done because motorcycle are very dangerous 
and the number of accidents and fatalities 
was on the rise. I can’t really argue with that 
point but it makes me wonder why they don’t 
appear to be nearly as concerned (in fact, 
more like totally unconcerned) with the issue 
of boater fatalities? According to a recent 
story in the St. Petersburg Times, Florida is 
the worst state in the entire country when it 

comes to boater fatalities. So why aren’t they 
rushing through legislation in Tallahassee to 
save boater’s lives? In 2007, there were 77 
people killed on Florida’s waterways. We’ve 
led the nation in boating fatalities for 16 out 
of the last 20 years. Has anyone noticed? Do 
you see any of the media-seeking politicos 
out waving the “Need More Boating Laws 
Now” flags to reduce this carnage? Neither 
do I, but I do have a simple solution to the 
problem. 

Give them a little taste of the legislative 
medicine we’re being forced to swallow. It 
would make things more fair and equitable, 
and help the economy by creating jobs and 
generating more revenue for the state. 
They need to pass a new law that requires 
people to get a Boat Operators license. 
Just like all the new motorcyclists will be 
required to do starting this July, they would 
have to enroll in a safety class (which they 
would be forced to pay for out of their own 
wallet). The class would include classroom 
teaching and actual boat operation, just like 
the rider safety programs. According to the 
news article, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission reported that 70% 
of the operators involved in the accidents 
that were reported had no formal boater 
education. A key here word is “reported” 
because boating accidents with less than 
$2,000 in damage are not considered to be 
“reportable”. By the way, a recommendation 
by the FFWCC that the state mandate boater 
education was rejected by the lawmakers. 
Just as motorcycle registration grows each 
year, so does the number of boat owners in 
this state. 

Not being a boater, I thought it would only 
be fair to ask the opinion of someone who’s 
familiar with the situation on the water. 
Wade Osborne is a local boat Captain and 
fishing guide who hosts a Saturday morning 
radio program. He also rides a motorcycle. 
We had a chance to discuss the issue during 
one of his recent programs. Wade told me 
that he thinks requiring boater education 
courses and a license is a good idea. He 
suggested putting a boater endorsement on 
your drivers license, like they do for bikes. He 
pointed out that along with water navigation, 
there are basic skills, like boat loading and 
boat ramp etiquette that the classes should 
also teach. If you’re interested in hearing the 
full discussion, the show is archived on his 
website at www.afishionado.com.
 

Why the reluctance on the part of the state 
government to develop laws to make boating 
safer? It seems to me there’s a potential 
double bonus of safety for the boaters and 
increased revenue for the state from new 
license fees. Maybe I’m missing the point, 
but the Florida waterways sound like a 
dangerous place to me, so till next month, 
I’m just gonna go for a ride. 

Let Me Tell Ya!

Mike Savidge
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We’re a stocking Dealer!We’re a stocking Dealer!  
New and PreNew and Pre--owned Trikes on our lot…owned Trikes on our lot…  

or schedule your customor schedule your custom--build!build!  
 

Come See what 3-wheels are all about:  
California Sidecar & Champion Sidecar  

Trike Conversions for Goldwings, Roadstars,  
VTX & selective Harley-Davidson Series 

Trikes by DesignTrikes by Design  
Custom Paint Design 

866-344-8637 
US 41 SOUTH, Inverness, FL 
www.TRIKESBYTONY.com 
Trike Conversions & Service at It’s Best  

 

A Division of 

Trikes by Tony  
  Powersports 

L.E.D. 
Lights 
Sold & 

Installed 

Accessories 
Installation 

Parts 
Service 

http://www.trikesbytony.com/


Hello There,
I’m very interested in the color cover of 
magazine Vol 2, Issue 4, which is somewhere in 
Sumter County. Could you please tell me where 
that is and the name of the road. I’d love to take 
the girlfriend out there for a nice surprise ride 
someday. Any help is greatly appreciated!
RD

The photo was taken on CR 716. It’s just south 
of Center Hill and runs east from SR 469. It’s a 
dead end road. It starts out paved, then turns 
to dirt before becoming a tractor path through 
a farmer’s pasture where it ends at a locked 
gate. I’m sure you girlfriend will love it. -Editor 

Hi,
This weekend, my husband and I picked up 
your magazine at 2nd Gear in Lakeland. We 
are new to the motorcycle world. We really 
like your “Ride of the Month”. We like to do 
rides on “backroads” on Saturdays but we 
do not know the area well enough. Could 
you send me your past issues or do you have 
them posted online? Good luck with your 
magazine, we really enjoy it. 
Tammy from Lakeland

Glad you like the magazine. We’re working 
on a plan to compile the maps we’ve done 
so far and offer them as a printed collection 
or put them online. Details will be coming in 
next month’s issue. We’ll also have info on 
how you can order specific back issues. 
- Editor

Go FAR Guys,
Hey, we found your magazine at our hotel in 
Leesburg. It’s wonderful! We love the stories 
and news and even took an afternoon away 
from Bike Fest to take the scenic map ride 
to Howey In The Hills. That Road #2 was 
awesome! Keep up the good work, you’ve 
got a great magazine.
Dinah and Joe

Hi Go FAR, 
Let me start by saying I love your magazine. I appreciate the fact I don’t have to 
worry about my teenage son reading it. Thank you for your commitment to a clean 
publication. 

I am on staff with New Life Solutions and we are doing a benefit ride on June 28, 2008. 
Here is the information that we have confirmed so far. Our web site will be updated 
regularly with new information and details as they become available. We would 
appreciate the event being listed in your magazine and if you would be interested in 
being a sponsor that would be great. 

Date: Saturday, June 28, 2008
City: Clearwater
Time: 8:30 am - 10:00 am
Site: Quaker Steak & Lube Clearwater
Info: Donna, 727-216-1402 ext. 501, info@irideforlife.org
Web Site: www.irideforlife.org
Activities include:
This Poker Run is to benefit New Life Solutions, Reaching Teens, Helping Moms, Saving 
Babies. HOG Roast at the end site. Bike show, vendors, fun and free concert. Trophies 
awarded for Stock, Custom, Sport and People’s Choice. Keep an eye on the website for 
details as they get updated
Grace and peace
Donna Clute 
New Life Solutions: Pregnancy Center of Pinellas County 

We look forward to hearing from you.
Send your comments to: info@gofarmag.com
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Contact: Todd Hammond (863) 676-2004
Dolly Pelletier (863) 678-4182 x-270 

www.lakewalesbikefest.com

dang-designs.com

designs & advertising
LLC

111 2nd Avenue N. E., Suite 900, 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 (727) 493-4366

www.DANG-designs.com

What Gear is Your Advertising in?

Full service agency 
specialized in: 

WEB & PRINT
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RIDE FOR SMILES
125-Mile Ride To Elk’s Youth Camp

Saturday, May 24, 2008
See where your donations go and meet some of the children you are helping. 
The camp allows children with cancer and/or blood disorders to spend time in 
a medically supervised environment with other children that are going through 
the same experiences. Motorcycles and Cars welcome. Nearby overnight 
accommodations are available. 

Registration:	Quaker Steak & Lube
       	 10400 49th Street North
       	 Pinellas Park, FL 
  	 Kickstands up at 9:30AM

Destination:	 Elks Youth Ranch, Umatilla, FL
Contacts:	 Karen or Frank Kolbaba (727) 586-2170 or (727) 417-9031

Cancer is serious, Camp is serious FUN!

Gas Stop:	Hwy 301 & Hwy 50
	 Ridge Manor, FL
	 Reg. available here also.
	 Ride Continues at 11:00AM

GOFARMAG.COM

STITCH ON TIME
             www.asweetseat.com

Temper Foam installation
 in your Stock seat can look
 like this and be comfortable. 

                                

Stitch On Time
3645 46th Ave N, Unit C

St. Petersburg, FL
727-526-7242

We specialize in custom 
fitting your seat to your 
riding needs.  Lowering 
Injuries, Big and Tall!

Go For A Ride Magazine
Monthly Advertising Rates 

(813) 505-5119
info@gofarmag.com

SERVING THE MOTORCYCLE COMMUNITY IN THESE FLORIDA COUNTIES:
CHARLOTTE, CITRUS, COLLIER, HERNANDO, HILLSBOROUGH, LAKE, LEE, MANATEE, PASCO, PINELLAS, 

POLK, SARASOTA, and SUMTER.
 Ad Size   B/W  Color
 Full Page  $450  $550
 Half Page  $300  $350  LOWER RATES!
 Quarter Page  $150  $200  BETTER CONTENT!
 Business Card    $50    $75
*No Long Term Contracts Required.
*Ads priced less than $100 must be paid for prior to publication.
*Cancellation of any ad must be in writing and prior to publication. 
Go FAR Advertising Policy
Ad specs can be obtained from the Go FAR Sales Department. Advertising copy should be submitted in electronic or cam-
era-ready format. General art and production services are available at the prevailing local rate. The advertiser or advertising 
agency assumes full liability for all content to include text and any illustrations. This magazine will not be subject to any li-
ability for any failure to publish or circulate all or any part of any issue or issues because of strikes, work stoppages, accidents, 
fires, act of God, or any other circumstances not within the control of this magazine. The maximum liability this magazine will 
assume for any production error or omission is the total amount paid by the advertiser and/or advertising agency for the ad. All 
copy is subject to the publisher’s approval and the publisher reserves the right to refuse any ad. 

http://www.asweetseat.com


Across
4.	 ____ sport bikes are street legal and off-road capable.
6.	 Slang for touring bike.
7.	 Wind deflecting bodywork on the front end.
8.	 Slang for inexperienced rider. Seafood.
9.	 _____ bar, or back rest.
13.	 Engine with two pistons opposite each other.
15.	 Center point of a turn.
16.	 Bikes without modifications are said to be _____.
17.	 The “I” in VIN.
20.	 ______ guard or crash bars.
21.	 Eating utensils.
25.	 Fuel and air mixer.
27.	 The “C” in DOHC.
29.	 The ____ switch cuts the power.
30.	 Garden tool for gathering leaves.
31.	 Accessories not from the original manufacturer.

Down
1.	 They stop the bike.
2.	 Controls the sound inside the exhaust pipe.
3.	 The “T” in DOT.
5.	 The “A” in ABS
10.	 Belt, chain, and ____ drives.
11.	 Crotch ______.
12.	 Some engines are _______ balanced.
14.	 That point on the tach you shouldn’t exceed.
18.	 Fuel ________.
19.	 Fuel control valve.
22.	 ________ pipes have no baffles.
23.	 Slang for disassembled bike, ______ case.
24.	 Tire material.
26.	 Collect cards on a _____ run.
28.	 ____ tail bikes lack a rear suspension.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27

28

29

30

31

EclipseCrossword.com

Answers on Page 22 
(No Cheating)
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PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- The American 
Motorcyclist Association (AMA) today 
unveiled its newly redesigned magazine, 
American Motorcyclist, a new web presence 
at www.AmericanMotorcyclist.com, and a 
new logo. 

“These are elements of our larger effort to 
shine a light on the people and personalities 
of motorcycling, and to change the way 
motorcyclists view the Association,” said 
AMA President and CEO Rob Dingman. “We 
continue to re-focus the AMA on its core 
mission of promoting and protecting the 
future of motorcycling.” 

The June issue of American Motorcyclist 
magazine has a stronger focus on the 
Association’s members, and includes a 
number of member-generated stories. The 
cover story features rider and entertainer 
Jay Leno, and future editions will highlight 
people from throughout the motorcycling 
community, each of whom has made a 
significant contribution to motorcycling in 
America. 

Along with the re-launch of American 
Motorcyclist, the AMA has created a new 

landing page for the organization’s primary 
website, www.AmericanMotorcyclist.com. 
The new design compliments the look of 
American Motorcyclist and expands upon 
the magazine’s mission. 

“Rest assured that, along with new, 
compelling stories and fresh designs, you’ll 
find that the most popular content of 
the Association’s magazine and website 
remains,” said Dingman. “If it has anything to 
do with the people, the lifestyle or the sport 
of motorcycling, it has a place in American 
Motorcyclist.”

Continued on page 29 

American Motorcyclist Association launches redesigned magazine, website and logo

(The following information was received 
from Lynn Dailey, the PR Coordinator for the 
Gold Wing Road Riders Association, Chapter 
FL1-A here in Tampa.)
 
Every year we honor one motorcycle officer 
as “Motorcycle Officer of the Year” and this 
year we have chosen Florida Highway Patrol 
Trooper Jack Hypes who has been with the 
Florida Highway Patrol as a Motorcycle 
Trooper since 2001. This is done during 

May which is designated “Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Month” by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 

This is a synopsis of the event he was being 
nominated for:

On July 12, 2007, the Tampa Bay Regional 
Communications Center received a *FHP call 
from a motorist who observed what appeared 
to be a woman bound and gagged in the 

back of a sport utility vehicle. The victim was 
covered in blood and was repeatedly poking 
her head up and down in an attempt to gain 
the attention of passing motorists.  

The duty officer remained on the telephone 
with the caller while Trooper Jack Hypes 
responded to the scene. As the suspect 
vehicle approached the I-4 / I-275 
interchange and continued to travel north 
on I-275, trooper Jack Hypes was forced 
to stop his patrol vehicle on the south side 
of I-275 and run across the northbound 
lanes in order to provide assistance to 
the responding Troopers. Trooper Hypes 
secured the suspect and rescued the victim 
who had been attacked and kidnapped. The 
victim was transported to a local hospital for 
treatment and the suspect was booked into 
the Hillsborough County Jail on numerous 
felony charges. 
 
Trooper Hypes was honored at a ceremony 
held at FL1-A’s regular monthly Chapter 
Meeting at the Frontier Steak House at 8602 
E. Sligh Ave, Tampa, FL on Saturday, May 
10th at 7PM where a plaque was presented 
to him. Captain Michelle Carter was also 
presented with the “Traveling Plaque” which 
goes to the Law Enforcement Agency that 
nominated the officer. That plaque stays 
with them for one year and this is passed on 
to the next honoree. 
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WASHINGTON - May 13, 2008 -- Veterans 
who served in the Southwest Asia theater of 
operations during 1990–1991 will have their 
own special advocates before Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake, thanks to 
a new advisory committee Peake established 
to respond to issues unique to them. 
The 14-member, independent panel will 
advise the Secretary and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) on the full range of 
health care and benefits needs of those who 
served in the conflict. 

“Gulf War veterans made an invaluable con-
tribution to national security and peace in a 
volatile region,” Peake said. “This new panel 
will ensure that VA benefits and programs 
adapt to the needs of these veterans, just 
as our services have adapted for veterans of 
other conflicts.”

Serving on the committee are Gulf War and 
other veterans, veterans service organiza-
tions’ representatives, medical experts, and 

the survivors of Gulf War veterans. Members 
were selected to provide a variety of per-
spectives, experiences and expertise.

The committee will be chaired by Charles 
Cragin, a retired Navy captain, who has had 
several senior level positions within the 
federal government, including Acting Un-
der Secretary of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness and Chairman of VA’s Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals.

In January 2002, the Department created 
an advisory committee to assist VA’s secre-
tary on research into the medical problems 
of Gulf War veterans. That older committee 
will retain responsibility for research involv-
ing veterans of the 1990-1991 conflict in the 
Middle East.

This committee’s first meeting will be held in 
mid-June in Washington, D.C. It is expected 
to complete its work within 18 months. Com-
mittee meetings will be open to the public. 

Retirees, disabled vets still can 
file for 2008 stimulus payments 
Courtesy of the Internal Revenue Service
WASHINGTON -- Even though April 15 has 
passed, the Internal Revenue Service is re-
minding retirees, disabled veterans and oth-
ers who normally do not file a tax return that 
there is still time to submit a 2007 form to 
receive an economic stimulus payment. 

People who have no tax filing requirement 
but have at least $3,000 in qualifying income 
should file a simple Form 1040A. 

Qualifying income includes any combination 
of earned income, nontaxable combat pay as 
well as certain payments from Social Securi-
ty, Veterans Affairs and railroad retirement. 

People must file a return by Oct. 15 to receive 
an economic stimulus payment this year. 
Forms 1040A and instructions are available 
at www.irs.gov. 

IRS officials remind taxpayers that the IRS 
does not initiate taxpayer communications 
through e-mail, and advises against respond-
ing or opening any links to bogus IRS e-mails 
as scammers are hoping to glean sensitive 
personnel information, or attempting to 
spread a computer virus. 

VA Names Members of Gulf War Veterans Advisory Committee
Secretary Peake to Hear Their Concerns, Issues

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONIES
Florida National Cemetery Honors Vets with Memorial Day Observance
Courtesy of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
BUSHNELL, Fla. 
The Florida National Cemetery will hold 
its Memorial Day Ceremony on May 26 at 10 a.m. 
The keynote speaker will be Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp.

Polk County Honors Local Veterans
Courtesy of the Polk County Veterans Council 
LAKELAND, Fla. -- Polk County will observe Memorial Day with a service May 26 at Lake-
land Memorial Gardens, 2125 South Bartow Highway. 
The observance begins at 11 a.m. and is open to the public. 

More Veteran’s News on Page 14
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VETERAN’S NEWS

Florida Department 
Of Veterans Affairs 
May 9, 2008
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- The end of the 2008 
Legislative Session in Florida holds good 
news for the state’s more than 1.7 million 
veterans. 

“Three primary bills proposed by the Florida 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs have passed 
the legislature and are on their way to the 
governor’s office for signature,” said Jim 
Brodie, FDVA’s Legislative and Cabinet Affairs 
Director. 

The Sgt. 1st Class Paul R. Smith Memorial Act 
creates the Florida Veterans’ Foundation, 
a non-profit direct-support organization 
to uphold and expand FDVA’s mission of 
veterans’ advocacy. 

Continued on page 14



Have you thanked 
a Vet today?

Five Beliefs That Will Put You Out Of Business

1. Believe that word-of-mouth advertising is sufficient.
2. Believe that you don’t need to advertise when business is good.
3. Believe that you shouldn’t diversify your advertising.
4. Believe that you can’t afford to advertise when business is bad. 
5. Believe that you shouldn’t advertise with Go For A Ride Magazine.

Call Now, Operators Are Standing By 
To Assist You With Placing Your 
Advertisement In Our Next Issue!

(813) 505-5119

Got Ride?

Show your support for 
motorcycling and pick up one 

of our T-shirts, FREE with every 
subscription

Order form on Page 19
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References for Veterans
Spring 2008 Florida Veterans’ Benefits 
Guide www.FloridaVets.org -- then click on 
“Benefits Guide”

2008 Federal Benefits for Veterans & 
Dependents
http://www1.va.gov/OPA/vadocs/current_
benefits.asp

Florida Vets First
www.FloridaVetsFirst.com

Florida Department of Military Affairs
http://www.dma.state.fl.us/govt/

Florida Government
www.myflorida.com

Federal Government
www.usa.gov

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
www.va.gov

Veterans Benefits Information
www.vba.va.gov

Veterans Health Care Eligibility & Enrollment
www.va.gov/elig

VA Regional Office, St. Petersburg, Fla.
www.vba.va.gov/ro/south/spete

Burial, Headstone and Marker Information
www.cem.va.gov

Returning OEF/OIF Veterans
www.seamlesstransition.va.gov

G.I. Bill and Veteran Education
www.gibill.va.gov

National Veteran Suicide Prevention
www.mentalhealth.va.gov
Toll Free at 1-800-273-8255, Press 1

Employer Support of Guard and Reserve
www.esgr.mil

Small Business Administration
www.sba.gov/vets

Center for Women Veterans
http://www1.va.gov/womenvet/ 

Florida Troops to Teachers
www.fldoe.org/profdev/TroopsTe.asp

Continued from page 13  
The Service-Disabled Veteran Business 
Opportunity Act creates a state contract 
preference for eligible service-disabled 
veteran-owned small businesses. 

The Nursing Home Trust Fund Enhancement 
initiative will provide an additional $100,000 
annually to the State Homes for Veterans’ 
Trust Fund. 

It allows all current and any future military 
or veteran stamped tag to contribute to the 
trust fund. The bill will also provide for a 
voluntary contribution to the nursing homes 
by all Florida motorists when they renew 
their vehicle registration. 



We are now taking reservations for those of you who want to be able 
to enjoy all the Black Hills Rally has to offer but don’t have the time 
it takes to ride up and back. Save your vacations time and let us 
deliver your motorcycle and have it ready and waiting for you at the 
Rapid City Airport when you arrive. We have 13 years experience in 
shipping motorcycle, fully licensed and insured. We still have a block 
of rooms in the Rapid City, SD for our shippers.
 

2008 Shipping Tours with open slots still remaining:

Sturgis, SD Aug. 1-10 $750

Canyon Run Sep. 19-28 $775

STURGIS 
SHIPPING SPACE 

IS STILL 
AVAILABLE!

Singletary Motorcycle Transport
(813)892-4787

www.shipnride.com

Let Singletary Motorcycle Transport Ship Your Bike!
Save Time! Save Money! Ship Your Bike To Sturgis!

We take the worry out of getting your bike there, so you can enjoy the adventure of a lifetime.

GOFARMAG.COM
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We all know Florida is just a big pile of sand that keeps the Atlantic Ocean from swallowing up the Gulf 
of Mexico. To keep that from happening, you’ve got to pile the sand pretty high and some of the highest 
sand spots in the state are along a line known as the Lake Wales Ridge. In geological terms, the area is 
classified as near-desert. In motorcycle riding terms, it’s classified as exhilarating. This route starts in the 
friendly town of Lake Wales and takes you on a loop through citrus groves and scrub land. The elevation 
changes along the ridge are gradual and several times along the ride the top of Bok Tower can be seen 
poking skyward in the distance. Riding the shoreline of Lake Pierce you’ll find the biker-friendly Cherry 
Pocket Steak and Seafood Shak. It’s definitely worth a stop. You’re likely to spot Florida scrub jays, hawks, 
or eagles overhead as you roll down Walk-In-The Water Road. Take this ride on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month and you can finish the day off at the monthly Lake Wales Bike Fest. 

Road Name			   Direction	 Miles To Travel	 Total Miles
Start at the Intersection of SR 60 & US 27 in Lake Wales
US 27				    North			   .2
W. Central Ave		  Right (east)		  .6			    .8
North 1st Street		  Left (north)		  .6			   1.4
Dr. J A Wiltshire Ave E	 Right (east)		  .2			   1.6
N. Scenic Highway (SR17)	 Left (north)		  9.0			   10.6
Center Street (SR 17)	 Right (north)		  1.2			   11.8
Lake Hatchineha Road	 Right (east)		  5.7			   17.5
Watkins Road		  Right (south)		  7.8			   25.3
Canal Road			   Right			   2.0			   27.3
Timberlane Road		  Left			   2.9			   30.2
Masterpiece Road		  Left			   2.5 			   32.7
Mammoth Grove Road	 Left			   5.7			   38.4
SR-60				    Left (east)		  2.2			   40.6
Walk-In-Water Road		 Right (south)		  8.8			   49.4
CR-630			   Bear Right		  4.8			   54.2
N Scenic Highway (SR17)	 Right (north)		  12.8			   67.0
E. Polk Ave			   Left (west)		    .9			   67.9
Returns you to starting point. 

GOFARMAG.COM
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Custom Ride Maps by: Justin Cozart / jczart@gmail.com / Freelance map design services available

Ride Notes:
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MY FIRST RIDE ON A HARLEY!

On the second weekend in November 2007, 
the weather was perfect. The type they call 
“Chamber of Commerce” weather down here 
in Houston. On my way back from Galveston, 
I stopped in at the new Harley-Davidson 
dealership in “Passa-get-down-denia”. They 
were offering Free Demo Rides on the new 
2008 models.

For the last 20 years, I have wanted a Harley-
Davidson. I have always liked the Duo-
Glides “Panheads” (from the 50’s) and FLH’s 
“Shovelheads” (from the 70’s). The basic 
HD Touring/Cruiser or Cop bike. I had never 
ridden a HD before but I liked the Road Kings 
(FLHR’s). So when I had heard about the 
demo rides, I knew my time had come.

As I was heading up I-45 north from 
Galveston, I jumped on the Sam Houston 
beltway heading east. As I did, there was a 
pack of bikers and I slowed down to let them 
safely get around. I wondered if this was a 
group of demo riders from the dealership?  
I got to the dealership around 3pm, scoped 
out the area, got my helmet, and went over 
to where they were signing people up.

They asked me what I would like to ride? 
With pride, I said a Road King! They 
said I would have to wait for the 
next (last) group to go out, since 
the Road King (Screamin’ Eagle) 
was signed out and this group 

was full. I said, that’s fine. 
The Harley-Davidson 
Motor Company 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
suggested to 
me that 

with the Screamin’ Eagle (110 Cubic inch) 
that when you start off, keep the big motor 
around 2200 – 2300 rpm’s so it wouldn’t bog 
down. (Since I had a Spanish Moto-X bike in 
the early 70’s, I knew what all of that stuff was 
about). Also, the clutch has a short friction 
zone toward the end as you let it out. About 
this time, I started to feel a little nervous - 
My first time to ride a Harley-Davidson - My 
dream bike! The last street bike I had ridden, 
I had sold it, was about six years ago or so.

They gathered a group of riders around to go 
over the pre-demo ride instructions/check list. 
They discussed the route and other details. It 
would be about fifteen miles and take about 
twenty minutes. If at any time, you feel that 
you are riding above your experience level 
and wanted to stop, just pull over and stop. 
They would come over and pick-up the bike. 
Right! (No Way). They all mounted up, fired 
up and took off. One lone bike was left. A 
Screamin’ Eagle Springer. The guy managing 
the demo rides said something about how 
this one person made such a big deal about 
wanting to ride this bike and then he was a 
no-show. At this time, I was starting to get 
nervous. Inside, I was shaking. Fortunately, 

I had the time before my demo ride 
to regain my composure. I was 

trying to be cool. Nobody 

needed to know that this was my first time 
on a “Harley”.

In a short while the group came back. As they 
were getting off the bikes, I walked over and 
asked one guy how he liked the Road King. 
He mentioned a few details, this’s & that’s. 
I made note of them. As they gathered the 
group again and went thru the pre-ride info, 
I was trying to be cool as possible when he 
mentioned the part about that if you feel 
that you are riding above your level, to pull 
over. I thought “no way, José.” Not trying to 
let anyone know it was my first time on a 
HD, the guy say’s, “Are there any questions?” 
Naturally, I was thinking,” is it one down and 
five up or is it one up and five down?” As the 
guy was telling us the procedure in starting 
the bikes, I swung my leg over the bike and 
asked the guy who had gotten off the Road 
King earlier (he was getting on the bike next 
to me). “Is it one down and five up?” He 
nodded, yes. “Good”, I thought.

Then it was time for us to go. As I let out 
the clutch and gave it gas, I thought “don’t 
blow it.” I made the turn and as I traveled 
thru the parking lot, I was impressed how 
tight the machine felt as I shifted thru the 
gears. We all filed out in staggered formation 
on the feeder road in front of the dealership 
merging with traffic. With an ear-to-ear grin, 

it felt natural and good to be 
back on a bike again. 

Twisting the throttle 
and shifting thru the 
gears, we made our 
way thru the lights.

At a stopped light, 
I confessed to this 
chick next to me on 
a V-Rod and said 
this was, “My first 
time on a Harley”. 

A Demo Ride To Remember 
By R.I. Moore
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Side Stand Up
The World’s Only Motorcycle Radio Road Show!

A radio program dedicated to riders 
and dreamers who get out and go. 
The world’s only radio program 
where riders can talk, share ideas 
and adventures, dreams, failures, 
and triumphs. 

Host Tom Lowdermilk will be fea-
turing a different guest each week.  

Every Tuesday Evening from 6-8pm on Orlando’s 
ESPN Radio 1080 AM WHOO

Simulcast on www.espnflorida.com. 

For more information about Tom and the radio show, 
visit the website at http://sidestandup.com. 

She grinned and expressed pleasure in my happiness. Finally we 
made it to the entrance of belt-way. Time to see what this Screamin’ 
Eagle 110 Road King could do! With a twist of the throttle It burst 
to life, with me holding on for dear life. Blasting up to 70 mph in a 
few short seconds, I made sure I did not pass any of the other riders, 
which would gain the attention of the demo-ride instructors. The 
last thing that I would want to do is run afoul with the sponsors.

Cruising down the beltway, I saw someone broken down along the 
side of the road. As I blasted past by him, I blipped the throttle a 
couple of times, imaging how cool it would sound. But with factory 
pipes the sound wasn’t all that dramatic. I could imagine it anyway. 
We passed over I-45 and using the blinkers exited from beltway 
and took the u-turn under the over-pass. Checking for traffic as we 
entered the other side of the feeder from the u-turn, I turned a little 
too wide, crossing 3 lanes and almost tapped the curb – I thought, 
“Whoa” – this probably looks like a greenhorn beginner! Better 
“Chill-it” a little!

We enter the belt-way again for the return leg of the demo-ride. 
My Inaugural Harley ride, was now half over. Back up to speed, 
riding in formation. The demo-ride instructor was skillfully checking 
traffic and keeping a watchful eye on our fledgling group of potential 
buyers. I was enjoying the opportunity to be riding a motorcycle 
as we blasted back down the beltway toward the dealership. We 
followed one another in a single file back to the staging area where 
we first started from. Like all good things, it was not long enough.

We stopped. Turned off, the bikes. Made sure they were in neutral 
and dismounted. We asked each other how they liked the ride 
and their bike. We were asked leave our impressions in the official 
comment book. What else could you say – “It was Great! Love the 
bike, when will ya’ll be back - soon I hope, Thanks!” As we were 
leaving, I thanked the representatives from the Motor Company and 
Instructors for the ride, wishing that I had arrived earlier in the day 
and gone on more rides.

It’s hard to describe your post ride enthusiasm. You feel alive - 
reinvigorated. Your heart is beating with a purpose, there is a spring 
to your stride and your skin is radiating with a certifiable confidence. 
Perhaps, that’s why Harley riders identify themselves and have a 
close kinship with those who live and work in the saddle like Cowboys 
and Native Americans, surviving the natural elements.

The week earlier, the time had just changed. As the days were 
becoming shorter, I had felt a little down. Fortunately, the opportunity 
for me to go on this demo-ride on a Road King was a sure fire cure for 
the shorter days of sunlight blues.

I certainly would like to thank the Harley-Davidson Motor Company 
for making it possible for the demo-ride. In addition, thanks to all 
those involved and especially the local dealer, San Jacinto Harley-
Davidson for this opportunity. I couldn’t wait to share this event with 
my friends. It was a beautiful fall day, perfect weather for riding and 
all I can say is, one day I’ll have my Road King.

http://www.sidestandup.com/


Mike Savidge

The good news is I met a lot of people at 
this year’s Leesburg Bike Fest who were dis-
covering the event for the first time, the bad 
news is they all told me they were returning 
next year. It’s gonna be really crowded. 

This event has developed over the last 12 
years from a nice little small town weekend 

rally into a 3-day mega-event that attracts 
so many people you can’t count them all. 
There are stages set up all over town, scat-
tered amongst the 250-plus vendors, with 
bands playing continually. Pat Travers and 
Skid Row were the weekend headliners. As 
usual, the Miss Bike Fest contest got the 
crowd started on Friday night. The enter-
tainment lineup included arm wrestling, 
juggling, drill team and Ride Like A Pro 
demonstrations, Team Xtreem stunt shows, 

and a daily Rat‘s Hole Bike Show. You can 
spend the entire weekend going from one 
show to the other, while shopping, sipping 
a cold one, and sampling the food offerings 
in between.

The Go FAR staff wishes to say thanks to 
the Leesburg Partnership and the people 
of Leesburg for being such excellent hosts 
and for producing another outstanding Bike 
Fest. 

GOFARMAG.COMGOFARMAG.COM20

LEESBURG BIKE FEST 2008



GOFARMAG.COM 21

GOFARMAG.COM



We don’t care what you ride,  
as long as you know how to ride.

To find the nearest Florida Rider 
Training Program, go to:  
www.motorcycles.hsmv.state.fl.us
Click on: Course Sponsors
Search by County.
Or Call: (850) 488-3286
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Mess Of Blues - 2008 Ruff Records GmbH
MUSIC: JEFF HEALEY

On Sunday, March 2nd, Jeff Healey died at age 41 due to cancer. 
Healy, a Canadian who became blind shortly after birth due to a 
rare form of retinal cancer, learned to play the guitar as a child with 
a unique across-the-lap style of playing. In 1988, he appeared in 
the movie Road House and his album See The Light was released. 
He was nominated for a Grammy for the song “Hideaway”. His 
native country gave him the 1990 Juno award for Entertainer of 
the Year. After playing with the top names in rock and blues, Jeff 
released several jazz CDs. He had recorded a new CD of rock and 
blues music just before his death. According to his website, www.
jeffhealey.com,“Healey underwent surgery to remove cancerous 
tissue from his legs, and later from both lungs; aggressive radiation 
treatments and chemotherapy, however, failed to halt the spread 
of the disease.” He was a family man who is survived by his wife 
Cristie, 13-year old Rachel, and 3-year old Derek.

Did you ever wish you could take the bar band home 
with you? They’re up on stage thrashing out familiar 
tunes and you’re wishing the night would never end. 
With the latest, and unfortunately the last, release 
from Jeff Healey you can take the party home with you. 
“Mess of Blues” is a selection of rock n’ roll and blues 
numbers that you’re likely to hear on any weekend visit 

to one of the local juke joints. The numbers are played 
fast and loose with an urgency that courses out of the 
speakers and into your veins. This stuff will make your 
wimpy little iPod puke. 
Jeff once did an entire CD of cover songs, called appro-
priately, Covers, in 1995, and on this release he again 
imprints his distinctive style on a diverse collection that 
includes Hank Sr’s Jambalaya, the Band’s The Weight, 
and Like A Hurricane by Neil Young. The band is tight, 
but not overproduced, and made up of the players from 
the house band at Jeff Healey’s Roadhouse in Toronto 
where two of the four live tracks were recorded. The 
band includes Dan Noordermeer on guitar, Al Webster 
on drums, Alec Fraser plays bass and does the vocals on 
Jambayla, while Dave Murphy provides some rollicking 
keyboard work throughout the CD and sings lead on his 
self-penned “It’s Only Money”. 

Jeff defines success in the liner notes as “the ability to 
make a comfortable living while doing something you 
love to do”. There’s no doubt Jeff was successful. The 
collection closes with a encore-worthy version of the 
classic “Shake, Rattle, and Roll” a 1954 song that was 
originally written for Big Joe Turner but was made most 
popular by Bill Haley and the Comets. Play it one more 
time, Jeff.   

Cancer Claims Guitarist On Eve of New Release



Move over dogs, here come the hogs. An all day bike rally at Derby Lane in St. Petersburg 
on April 20th featured the return of the Outlaws as the headline act. Other entertainment 
during the day included Devon Allman’s Honeytribe Band, a bikini contest, bike show and 
games, and several $500 cash giveaways. Dave Greco, who was one of the Ybor Bike Fest 
organizers, said he was pleased with how things went for a first time event and that plans 
are in the works to sponsor more events at this location in the future. 

At Derby Lane
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Our third day we found ourselves riding through some of 
the most breathtaking scenery you can image. Blue sky, a 
majestic lake, and mountains so ridged they cut into the sky. 
I understand why this is considered to be one of the most sce-
nic roads in the world. We picked up Highway 40 to Grand 
Prairie, BC. The route was scenic but nowhere near what we 
had left behind. We had electric jackets and used them, at 
one point we were somewhere near 10,000 feet. As we were 
getting gas we got some information we did not want to hear. 
They were looking for snow that night. BRRR. In Grand 
Prairie we stopped by the Harley shop for shirts and I decided 
to get a back tire. I ride a Heritage and ride on Metzlers. The 
Harley shop had one, but it was ordered for someone. They 
called the person they were holding it for and explained I was 
traveling and needed the tire. The owner of the tire was very 
nice and allowed the Harley shop to sell it to me. I ask them 
to mount it, which they did. Very nice of them. Then I got the 
bill. $570.00 American money. No shirts there for me. The 
scenery to Dawson Creek was like any you would see in In-
diana, farms and fields along side the roads. When we arrived 
at Dawson Creek it was picture time at the beginning of the 
ALCAN Highway. We stayed at a Super 8 with an attached 
restaurant and bar. After dinner we retired to our rooms as it 
was going to be a long day tomorrow.

The forth day we found more great scenery and the road was 
still very good. No mud, dirt, or pot holes yet. We had heard 
all the stories. A lot more trees, less people, less traffic and 
more wildlife. I had spent a lot of time planning the trip on 
where to stay, eat and get gas. There is the key word - GAS. I 
had planned our stops for about every 100 miles or so. What I 
did not plan on was the gas stations being out of gas. Two in 
the same town. We pressed on. Yep, I was the first, everyone 
stopped to make sure I was ok. I was, just embarrassed and 
out of gas. Dave told me he was out and Bryan was also on 
fumes. Then our heroes came through. Al and Larry were rid-
ing six speeds and they had gas. We hoped it was enough to 
reach a station that had gas. We also had a back up, Tony and 

his wife Sonya were both on there own bikes and were behind 
us, they may have gas. They were riding at there own pace; 
riding safe taking lots of pictures. (Sonya owns and works at 
Soft Tails Motorcycle shop in Lakeland. You can stop by and 
see some of the pictures in the store). After an hour or so with 
no one stopping to offer help, here came the Stoneys, which 
was a nickname given to Sonya and Tony. I had a hose and 
relived them of some gas and right about that time our heroes 
returned with a 5-gallon can of gas. Lesson learned, after 50 
miles of riding when you pass an open gas station -  GET 
GAS. With that rule in mind, we had no more trouble with 
gas and we made our destination for the day, Fort Nelson. 
Cindy had bought a book on the sights to see and where to 
stay but the author of the book needs to do a bit more re-
search as the best place in town turned out to be not so nice.

To Be Continued…

Jim ‘Butch’ Singletary is the owner of Singletary Motorcycle 
Transport, a motorcycle shipping and touring company. He 
tends to enjoy his work as much as his customers enjoy the 
tours. Find out more at his website www.ShipNRide.com.

http://www.mwsphoto.com/
http://www.garagegadgetsinc.com/


Huustin
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ROAD TRIPPIN 

Daytona and Leesburg are history, the biking 
season is in full swing, and you’re ready to 
do a little touring. We’re talking “Touring” 
here, not just a weekend jaunt.  Let’s take an 
honest look at whether or not you’re ready.  

Are you comfortable with your bike? Have 
you test-rode it fully loaded?  And I don’t 
mean just around the block. On the road, 
everything changes. From weather so cold 
that spit freezes in mid air, to frog chokin’ 
rain. Take time to learn how your bike 
handles loaded, in gravel, in sand, and on 
wet pavement. When riding at night, reaction 
time is shortened. Lighted visibility changes 
when all your gear is hanging off the rear 
fender. Stopping distances change drastically 
- coming to a complete stop when loaded 
is an experience all its own. It takes a lot 
more torque when loaded to keep the bike 
balanced in turns and curves at low speeds. 
Acceleration changes, distance and time 
needed to safely merge onto the freeway 
changes. One real surprise was making turns I 
could usually take at normal speeds, I couldn’t 
when loaded because the foot platform 
scraped, almost throwing me off balance. 
That was a ”reality check-n-a-half”! Always 
know how far you can go on reserve when 
loaded because your gas mileage may change. 
When touring you can usually rearrange 
your arrival to some extent, but gettin’ back 
on time is generally a priority. When touring, 

If Getting There and Back On Time Counts - Don’t Ride!
c o n d i t i o n s 
come up you’d 
never dream 
of, some can 
be planned 
for, others 
will blindside 
ya in a New 
York Second. 
As conditions 
change, you 
push yourself 
to ride longer, 
faster and in 
conditions that 
can change a 
long dreamed 
of tour into a 

total nightmare! 
You begin to 

convince yourself, this really was a bad idea, 
if I ever get back I’m gonna sell this #*^% 
bike! What was I thinking?

It happened to me. I was heading outta 
Montana back to Florida and already a 
couple days behind schedule so I decided to 
ride into the evening. As night settled in the 
wind really picked up, pushing me around 
like leaves in front of a leaf blower. Finally, 
I turned off, in the middle of absolutely 
nowhere, no town, no lights, nothing! Notta! 
Riding about 50 miles looking for a motel, a 
campsite, anything! I finally saw lights…a gas 
station! Fueling up and getting directions to 
a “closed campground” I headed out. The 
directions weren’t exactly right, but after 
some back trackin’ and a few “I’ll try turning 
here”, I found it! 

Putting up a tent in 80 mile an hour wind is 
beyond description! It took about an hour, 
but the tent was up, tied off and staked 
down to tables, trees, boulders, and the bike. 
Throwing everything in, I settled in, makin’ a 
peanut butter sandwich with smashed grapes 
for desert. There’s nothin’ better then layin’ 
there, listenin’ to the wind blowing through 
the trees, reflecting on the day…wondering 
how long your tent is gonna hold together.

Trips like that have taught me several things. 

Lesson # 1.
Get comfortable with your bike. Your bike 
is going to handle and perform completely 
different when loaded. Be sure you know how 
far you can safely go on a tank of gas. Plan on 
20 to 30 minutes per gas stop, especially the 
further you get from home, everyone wants 
to talk to a touring biker. 

Lesson # 2.
Insurance companies offer travel information 
including road construction updates. Many 
major cities have bypasses you may want to 
consider. Have an alternative route mapped 
out. Calculate your travel time so that you’re 
traveling through or near major cities in “off 
peak” times. You don’t wanna be close to 
any major city during weekday rush hour or 
at night. If getting back on time is the main 
thing, consider this formula:

1)	 10-hour riding day. 
2)	 At 200 miles per tank of gas 
averaging 50mph you’ll use 4 hours. 
3)	 First gas stop takes ½ hour. You have 
5&1/2 hours left.
4)	 Ride about another hour, stopping 
for lunch and gas takes 1&1/2 hours 
leaving 4 hours. Two more gas stops leaves 
approximately 3 hours of riding time. You’ve 
traveled about 350 miles. 
5)	 Finally, allow 1 day out of seven as 
a “wash out” day. You’ll never regret giving 
yourself that buffer.

Lesson # 3.
I‘ve prearranged both motel and campsites 
by prepaying before I left. One the one hand, 
if you can’t make it, you’re out that money, 
however, finding a room or campsite can also 
be a problem. Do lots of pre-trip research 
and find out about campsites or hotels that 
are along your route. Get their telephone 
numbers before you leave. You’ll be able to 
call ahead everyday to arrange for the night. 
You’ll have better shot at gettin’ there on 
schedule. If a place is full, you’ll have the 
phone numbers of several others. That’s 
a whole bunch better then trying to locate 
something after riding all day and seeing 
nothin’ but “No Vacancy” signs!

Hope to see ya on the road!



M. W. Simpson

Biker Down

On May 1st, 2008, Victor Guerrero mounted up on his Harley full 
dresser for a little ride around the area in which he lived, Brooks-
ville. Vic loved to ride, as does his wife who tools around on her 
own HD. But this day Vic was enjoying a day off from the kids, the 
family chores and the Tampa Police Department, where he has 
served with distinction for over 20 years. No one will know what 
was going through his mind at that particular time. Was it thoughts 
of things to do…work…bills…the tune on the radio…his past service 
as a U.S. Marine…his family, all mixed in with his attention to driv-
ing his bike? It was just a normal cruise, under the speed limit and 
enjoying the day. But suddenly a lapse of judgment on another’s 
part snatched that all away. A vehicle made a turn into his path of 
travel, causing a horrific crash. Vic was taken from us far too soon. 
He leaves an ache in the hearts of his family and a void in the minds 
of fellow officers and bikers. Ten-7, rest in peace.

Your Brothers

Physician, heal thy self

This month I am going to write about some observations. But 
before I do, let me put in my one & a half cents worth on a new 
law that is going to hit the books, probably in October. CS/HB 137 
is going to put a sting in the zing of the sport bikers. These are the 
“brought-it-on-themselves” riders that pull wheelies, stand on their 
seats, lane split, pass in the break down lane, all at 110 mph on a 
busy highway. Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy a little blood and gore 
now and then, and if some of these motor heads want to provide 
it, so be it. However, there are many times they take out innocent 
victims with them, be it a passenger or another vehicle and that 
hacks me off! That’s not even counting the ones that run from the 
police, again, putting lives at risk. The state has now come up with a 
nifty law that will cause the offender to forfeit the bike! The law in 
part will read that both wheels have to be on the ground [I always 
thought that if mine weren’t, I have a problem] and that the rider 
cannot operate in a reckless manner. Just for a little added pork, 
the law also requires license plates to be attached horizontally. 
This stems from all the “creative” ways sport bikers try to hide 
their plates to avoid tickets for their misdeeds. Thank you from the 
custom cruiser and chopper people that will get caught up in this 
law for doing nothing worse than customizing a show bike. The law 
is going to be an arrest offense, simply put, the driver goes to jail, 
and the bike will be hooked up to a tow-truck, and impounded. 
If convicted, the State keeps the bike. I know there are people 
that are going to get on the “keep the government out of my bike 
riding” kick. I’m with you, until there is a clear abuse of the public 
safety. If the motor heads want to go to a track and do what even 
I consider some pretty amazing feats on a bike, I’ll pay to watch it. 
If they are going to do it and endanger my friends, neighbors or 
family, then they need to pay for it. What is the cost of a Hayabusa 
nowadays? 

Now, some observations. This past month I have attended 4 bike 
events: Leesburg Bike Fest, Plant City Bike Night, Motorcycle & 
Music at Derby Lane, and the Southern Regional Convention of 
the Blue Knights. Of the latter 3, there were no incidents requiring 
law enforcement. I spoke with Lt. Robert Hicks of the Leesburg 
Police Department and as of 1pm on Sunday afternoon, he was 
able to report no fatality bike crashes, no felony arrests, and only 
2 stolen bikes. Without doubt a credit to the biker community and 
to the Police. Although the Leesburg Partnership and the police 
department tend to have different attendance numbers, I would go 
with about 100,000 attendees during the 3 day event. Leesburg is 
“Bike Fest Done Right”. The police and EMS had their act together 
with foot patrols, ATV’s and bicycles. The Chief of Police was 
walking the streets as was his staff. The Leesburg PD is a small town 
department, but excellent planning and contingency plans for any 
unrest were set in place. If an undesirable group of people decided 
to cause trouble, I assure you it was going to be dealt with quickly. 
The county Sheriff’s office handled most of the traffic surrounding 
the event and had more than a couple of speed traps set up. I saw a 
couple of traffic stops made, but DUH…when the sign says 35mph, 
you just don’t do 55! With it all said and done, if you look at these 
events in a sociology way, the biker community police’s itself for 
the most part. Bikers look out for other bikers.   

Are you proud of your long haul rides around the country? How 
about a ride around the world on a BMW! Look for a future story 
on a Florida man who was the first police officer to make the round 
the world ride.

Be safe! 
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Reviewed by Eric Wala

If Disney, Sea World, or Universal in Orlando isn’t your idea of a 
destination for a Sunday ride, then you should read Best Backroads 
of Florida by Douglas Waitley.

In his Introduction, Waitley declares, “Backroads have always 
held a fascination for me. They are a sort of refuge where I can 
escape the frantic hustle of modern life. I love the backroads for 
the friends they have not made. McDonalds, Burger King, and 
their rowdy crowd shun the backroads. Truckers hold them in 
disdain. Advertising companies, with their garish signs, snub them 
indignantly. And traveling salespeople and most vacationers, ignore 
the backroads completely.” 

In the following ten sections, Waitley describes day trips ranging 
from 41 to 131 miles, all illustrated by maps which show the best 
routes, not necessarily the most efficient ones, from points just 
north of Tampa to just south of Jacksonville. Included with each 
“tour,” Waitley adds interesting commentary about the roads and 
towns you’ll enjoy along the way. And if you’re interested in history, 
he explains the economic and social factors that have caused 
Florida to develop into what we see now.

For example, take the fifth section, Rails, Trails and Old Miners’ 
Tales, from Brooksville to Dunnellon, 47 backroad miles. Against 
the background of the discovery of phosphate along a ridge west 
of Lake Tsala Apopka, Waitley describes Nobleton, Istachatta, Floral 
City, and Ft. Cooper State Park, up into Inverness and Hernando on 
the way to Dunnellon on US 41. Interestingly, I found CR 39, the 
Istachatta Road, after riding around in central Florida for almost 
a year. It’s one of the nicest little roads in the area. I only wish I’d 
have found it sooner. The Withlacoochee Trail, formerly a railroad 
line for transporting phosphate, crosses it, so be alert for bicyclists 
and hikers.

Then there’s the ride through Floral City on CR 48, which leads 
you through a picturesque archway of live oaks as you approach it 
from the south. When you re-enter SR 41, you’ll soon see the Ferris 
Groves citrus store, a reminder of when families would stop to buy 
a bag of oranges and actually be able to talk with the folks that 
grew them! Ah, the Old Florida.

If 100 miles or so of riding just gets you warmed up, it’s easy to 
stitch these shorter rides together using a master map of central 
Florida. That way, you can chart your own trip and ride as many 
miles as you want. I can see covering one of these longer routes 

in a matter of days or weeks, either on a Ural sidecar rig or even 
in an old Volkswagen camper. An unhurried tour through The Real 
Florida may be just what you need to unwind and get things into a 
proper perspective.

You can order the entire 3 volume series at $14.95 each, which 
also covers the South, Coasts, Glades, and Groves, to the North, 
Beaches and Hills, from the publisher, Pineapple Press in Sarasota. 
On the web, go to www.pineapplepress.com or call them at 800-
746-3275. 

Best Backroads of Florida (The Heartland Volume 1)  
by Douglas Waitley
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Continued on from page 12 
To re-energize the AMA’s visual identity, the 
AMA also redesigned its logo. The Association 
went straight to Troy Lee, one of the industry’s 
leading purveyors of cool, to fulfill the vision. 
Lee started with what worked--the AMA logo 
that was used predominately in the era from 
1970-2000--and went from there.

“The old AMA logo was like Coca-Cola, just so 
recognizable,” Lee said. “It was such a visible 
statement, and it had an American theme. 
So, we started with the old logo, changed 
it up maybe 20 percent, added some speed 

to it and made it a bit racier-looking, a bit 
faster-looking.” The resulting design is being 
phased in over the next year, starting with 
American Motorcyclist. 

“For 84 years, the AMA has evolved to 
meet the changing needs of America’s 
motorcyclists,” said Dingman. “Although the 
new magazine, website and logo are three 
very visible parts of that process, this is 
not an evolution of image only. The AMA is 
changing in a number of tangible ways that 
will improve motorcycling across the board. 

The best part? We’re just getting started.”

The American Motorcyclist Association: 
rights. riding. racing. 
Founded in 1924, the AMA is a non-profit 
organization with 290,000 members. The 
Association’s purpose is to protect and 
promote the interests of motorcyclists, while 
serving the needs of its members. For more 
information, visit the AMA website at:
 www.AMADirectlink.com.
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INDIAN MOTORCYCLE

You can’t buy one yet, but you can start 
drooling over the 2009 Indian Chiefs at 
www.indianmotorcycle.com. The Chief 
lineup will include the Standard, Deluxe, 
Roadmaster, and Vintage which will all be 
powered by a new Powerplus 105 engine. 
Each model has it’s own unique style and 
features a closed loop EFI system, 6 Speed 
transmission, Brembo brakes, “in tank” fuel 
pump, and a state of the art engine man-
agement system. 

Here are an artist’s rendering of the new 
models and features you’re likely to find. 

Features
Styling
•	 Chromed tear drop Halogen Headlamp 
•	 Auxiliary driving lamps 
•	 Die cast console - color matched 
•	 Black and polished engine 

with chrome covers 
•	 Chromed spoke wheels 
•	 Available billet wheels  
•	 Two into one stainless steel exhaust 

system with three way catalytic converter 
installed and chromed shields 

•	 Available long skirt fenders  
Powertrain
•	 Air cooled, pushrod, Power 

Plus 105ci engine 
•	 Closed loop, sequential, port injection 

with heated oxygen sensors 
•	 Six speed transmission 
Chassis
•	 Seat: solo seat available in 

black and tan leather 
•	 5.5 gallon fuel tank 
•	 Brembo brake system with dual floating 

rotors and 4 piston calipers in the front 
and single floating rotor and two piston 
caliper in the rear. (not pictured) 

•	 Two accessory 12 V outlets  
Electrical
•	 Tank mounted analog speedometer 

and multi function digital display 
•	 Charging system 42 Amps 
•	 Lamps: Tear drop head lamp, glass 

front fender light, auxiliary spot lights 
•	 There are no electrical 

relays in the system 

Note: All specifications subject to change

Got Ride?
 

See page 32 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SAT - May 24 - Pinellas Park to Umatilla 
ELK’S YOUTH CAMP RIDE FOR SMILES
Ride starts at Quaker Steak & Lube at 
9:30am. Ridge Manor gas stop at Hwy301 & 
50 - you can register here also.
Ride ends at Elks Youth Camp. Info: Karen 
or Frank Kolbaba (727) 586-2170 or  
(727) 417-9031

SAT - May 24 - Sarasota - 
SARASOTA HARLEY OWNERS GROUP 
5TH ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE
Benefit’s the Suncoast Communities Blood 
Bank. Blood Bank bus will be at Rossiter’s 
H-D 10am-2pm.
Info: Mitch at (941) 377-7310 or online at 
www.rossiterharleydavidson.com.  
Click on HOG Chapter.

MON - May 26 
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVED

SAT - May 31 - Brooksville  
SPEAK OUT AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
POKER RUN
Benefit for Christina Giacalone and her 2 
sons. Shot gun start - Sandhill, Thunder Inn, 
Sleepy Hollow, The Loft.
Last out 11AM. Last Stop at The Oar House 
for Music, Food, and Raffles. 

SUN - June 1 - Inverness  
POKER RUN FOR AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY & BIG BROTHERS & BIG SISTERS
Central Florida HOG Chapter Challenge 
Event. Starts at historic Courthouse. Ends at 
Crystal River H-D.
Need not be present to play or win. Details 
at www.crystalriverhog.com or Skip (352) 
445-9782

SUN - June 8 - Pinellas Park 
2nd ANNUAL BIKERS4BOOBS POKER RUN 
& 5K POKER WALK
Starts and ends at Quaker Steak & Lube. 
9:30 - 10:30 Registration. Entertainment, 
raffle, surprises.
Info: www.bikers4boobs.com.

SUN - June 8 - New Port Richey  
ANGELUS HOUSE BENEFIT RIDE
Sign up at Gulf Coast HD 10-Noon. Party at 
Angelus House in Hudson.  
Info: Mike 727-514-9281.

THU - SUN - June 12-15 - Austin, TX
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS BIKER RALLY
State Fairgrounds. Bands, Rides, Bike Shows, 
Vendors.  
Info: www.rotrally.com.

FRI - SUN - June 13-15 - Starke 
3rd ANNUAL STARKE BIKE FESTIVAL
Bradford County Fairgrounds. Rat’s Hole 
Bike Show, Music, Poker Runs  
Car Show Saturday

SAT - SUN - June 14-22 - Laconia, NH 
LACONIA MOTORCYCLE WEEK
85th Year of racing and riding.  
Info: www.laconiamcweek.com.

SUN - June 15 - FATHER’S DAY

TUE - SAT - June 17-21 - Knoxville, TN 
-HONDA HOOT 2008
Selected as a “Top 20 Event” by the 
Southeast Tourism Society. Ride the 
beautiful eastern Tennessee countryside. 
Website: www.hondahoot.com

FRI - July 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY

WED - July 16 - ANNUAL RIDE TO WORK 
DAY
Park the car, ride your scoot to work today. 
Better yet, call in sick and go for a ride!

MON - SUN - Aug 4-10 - Sturgis, SD 
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally

FRI - SUN - Aug 29-31 - Brooksville  
ABATE OF FLORIDA  
FLASHBACK STATE PARTY
Labor Day Wknd - Camping, Music, Bike 
Games, Food, Cold Beverages, Coolers 
Welcome. Must be 18 to Enter.
Sertoma Youth Ranch 
Same location as Spooks n’ Scoots.  
Info: www.abateflorida.com.

MON - Sept 1 - Labor Day

FRI - SUN - Sept 19-21 - Key West  
PHIL PETERSON’S KEY WEST POKER RUN
Collect your cards as you travel the keys 
from Miami to Key West.  
Info: www.miamiharley.com.

FRI - SUN - Oct 3-5 - Sebring - RUN TO THE 
HEARTLAND
Music, Bike Show, Poker Runs, Vendors, Kids 
Zone and More!  
Info: www.hra-riders.com.

THU - SUN - Oct 16-19 - Daytona Beach - 
BIKETOBERFEST

SAT - Nov 8 - Tarpon Springs - 2008 
FREEDOM BIKE FEST & CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Craig Park in Tarpon Springs on the Bayou - 
Music, Vendors, Food, Prizes - Bike Run - Car 
Show
Hosted by West Coast Word Church - 
727-942-4073 - www.WestCoastWord.com.

TUE - Nov 4 - ELECTION DAY
Vote Early, Vote Often!

FRI - SUN - Nov 7-9 - Lakeland 
ROSCOE’S WORLD FAMOUS 
CHILI CALLENGE
Info: www.roscoeschilichallenge.com.

THESE CALENDAR LISTINGS ARE PROVIDED 
AS A FREE SERVICE. 
SEND YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO 
MAILBOX@GOFARMAG.COM.
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Go FAR Advertising Policy
Ad specs can be obtained from the Go FAR Sales Department. Advertising copy should be submitted in electronic or camera-ready format. General art and production 
services are available at the prevailing local rate. The advertiser or advertising agency assumes full liability for all content to include text and any illustrations. This magazine 
will not be subject to any liability for any failure to publish or circulate all or any part of any issue or issues because of strikes, work stoppages, accidents, fires, act of God, or 
any other circumstances not within the control of this magazine. The maximum liability this magazine will assume for any production error or omission is the total amount 
paid by the advertiser and/or advertising agency for the ad. All copy is subject to the publisher’s approval and the publisher reserves the right to refuse any ad.

Go For A Ride Magazine
Monthly Advertising Rates 

(813) 505-5119
info@gofarmag.com

SERVING THE MOTORCYCLE COMMUNITY IN THESE FLORIDA COUNTIES:
CHARLOTTE, CITRUS, COLLIER, HERNANDO, HILLSBOROUGH, LAKE, LEE, MANATEE, PASCO, PINELLAS, 

POLK, SARASOTA, and SUMTER.
 Ad Size    B/W  Color
 Full Page   $450  $550
 Half Page   $300  $350  LOWER RATES!
 Quarter Page  $150  $200  BETTER CONTENT!
 Business Card     $50    $75
*No Long Term Contracts Required.
*Ads priced less than $100 must be paid for prior to publication.
*Cancellation of any ad must be in writing and prior to publication. 

Go FAR “Got Ride?” Shirts
100% Cotton Shirts in Biker Black with the Go FAR logo 
across the back.  Your choice of a plain front or the soon-to-
be famous “Got Ride?”.

Fill out the Order Form and mail with Cash, Check, or 
Money Order payable to Go For A Ride Magazine to:

Go FAR Shirts
PO Box 17125

Tampa, FL  33682-7125

ORDER FORM:
List quantity for each style and size.
Plain Front - $12/each               Got Ride? - $16/each	                      
M    ___			  M      ___
L     ___			  L       ___
XL   ___			  XL     ___
XXL ___			  XXL  ___

Shipping & Handling - $3 per shirt

Total Enclosed: $___________________

NAME:__________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP:_________________________________

PHONE:_________________________________________
(Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. All orders shipped USPS.)



http://www.ridenow.com/


www.LawFran.com

Auto Accidents

Motorcycle Accidents

Personal Injury

Wrongful Death

866-LAW-FRANMain Office
Palm Harbor

http://www.lawfran.com

